Federally run health exchanges face 
tight budgets, deadlines. — National, 3A 
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Dallas RB runs for 150 yards, 2 TDs 
in victory over Washington. — Sports, 1C 
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In the news 


E Mark Garnier, an inter- 
national trade minister in 
Britain, is under investiga- 
tion by the Cabinet Office 
after a former secretary re- 
ported that he sent her to 
buy sex toys and called her 
a disparaging name, with 
Garnier characterizing one 
incident as “hijinks” and 
denying they constituted 
sexual assault. 


E Rev. Noelle York-Sim- 
mons, rector of Christ 
Church in Alexandria, Va., 
said that, despite criticism 
on social media, most of 
her congregation supports 
moving two plaques, which 
are now in its sanctuary, 
that honor George Wash- 
ington and Robert E. Lee, 
who worshipped at the his- 
toric church. 


E Corinne Geller, a Vir- 
ginia State Police spokes- 
man, said a 12-year-old boy 
who jumped from an Inter- 
state 66 overpass landed 
on an SUV, killing the ve- 
hicle’s driver and suffering 
life-threatening injuries. 

H U.S. Rep. Walter Jones, 
R-N.C., has signed more 
than 11,000 condolence 
letters to families of dead 
troops since 2003, part of 
what he describes as pen- 
ance for his 2002 vote for 
the Iraq War. 


E Todd Wayne Boyes, 44, 
of Caldwell, Ohio, who had 
been in jail in West Virgin- 
ia awaiting sentencing for 
fleeing and possession of a 
stolen car, escaped but was 
captured trying to cross 
the Rio Grande at Laredo, 
Texas, Border Patrol agents 
said. 


E Annie Murphy, the 
executive director of the 
Framingham History Cen- 
ter in Massachusetts, is also 
a member of a trust formed 
to oversee the restoration of 
the 1693 home built by Peter 
and Sarah Clayes, who fled 
Salem after Sarah Clayes es- 
caped death during the 1692 
Salem witch trials. 


E Maryam Chaudhary, 
a 15-year-old freshman at 
Collierville High School 
in Tennessee, started a pe- 
tition to review a district 
policy that lets students 
skip final exams based in 
part on attendance, saying 
it’s unfair to non-Christian 
students, whose religious 
holidays don’t line up with 
school holidays. 


E U.S. Rep. Maxine Wa- 
ters, D-Calif., has sent a let- 
ter to Twitter’s CEO asking 
for information about all 
of the accounts associated 
with Russian- or Krem- 
lin-linked companies that 
have targeted her since the 
2016 election. 


E David Brady resigned 
as the CEO of the Texas 
Gulf Coast American Red 
Cross, saying he disagrees 
with decisions related to 
Hurricane Harvey response 
by the organization, which 
has come under fire for de- 
lays involving shelters and 
a cash program for storm 
victims. 


WEATHER 


LITTLE ROCK 

Today Sunny and mild. 
High 69, light 
southwest 

winds. 

Tonight Partly 

cloudy. 

Low 43. 
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AP/BRIAN INGANGA 


Kenyan opposition leader Raila Odinga (wearing orange shirt) greets throngs of supporters 
Sunday in the Nairobi slum of Kawangware after attending church there. A Kenyan official on 
Sunday accused Odinga of inciting violence after a repeat presidential election pitting Odinga 
against President Uhuru Kenyatta, while Odinga continued to insist the election, which he and 
his supporters boycotted, was a sham. 
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GOP offers little clarity 
on 401(k) plan in tax bill 
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WASHINGTON — House 
Republicans’ tax-overhaul 
bill will raise the amounts 
that American workers can 
contribute to their 401(k) 
retirement accounts, House 
Majority Leader Kevin Mc- 
Carthy said Sunday — but he 


offered no answer on wheth- 
er that involves pretax or af- 
ter-tax savings plans. 

Current law sets the limit 
of annual contributions that 
savers can make from their 
pretax income at $18,000, 
or $24,000 for workers over 
50; those limits will increase 
slightly in 2018. 

The answer carries im- 


portant implications for the 
popularity — and the via- 
bility — of the tax bill that 
House leaders plan to re- 
lease Wednesday. President 
Donald Trump pointed out 
the political risk of fiddling 
with the retirement plans in 
a Twitter message: “There 
will be NO change to your 

See TAXES, Page 7A 


Trump urges 
more scrutiny 
of former foe 


Amid Russia investigation, 
GOP fighting back, he says 
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WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Donald Trump on Sun- 
day expressed frustration 
that his campaign is under 
investigation over possible 
ties to Russia’s plot to influ- 
ence the 2016 election but 
that his former opponent 
Hillary Clinton is not facing 
the same level of scrutiny. 

In tweets to his more 
than 40 million followers, 
Trump offered a litany of 
accusations against Clinton 
and seemed to praise Re- 
publicans for starting new 
congressional investigations. 

“Never seen such Repub- 
lican ANGER & UNITY as 
I have concerning the lack 
of investigation on Clinton 
made Fake Dossier (now 
$12,000,000?), the Uranium 
to Russia deal, the 33,000 
plus deleted Emails, the 
Comey fix and so much 
more,” Trump wrote. “In- 
stead they look at phony 
Trump/Russia ‘collusion,’ 
which doesn’t exist. 

“The Dems are using this 
terrible (and bad for our 
country) Witch Hunt for 
evil politics, but the R’s are 
now fighting back like nev- 
er before. There is so much 
GUILT by Democrats/Clin- 
ton, and now the facts are 
pouring out. DO SOME- 
THING!” 

Trump was apparently re- 
ferring to reports last week 
that Clinton’s campaign and 


Trump 


the Democratic Nation- 
al Committee had paid for 
research that was included 
in a salacious dossier made 
public in January by Buzz- 
Feed. The dossier contained 
claims about connections be- 
tween Trump, his associates 
and Russia. 

The president was al- 
so reviving allegations that 
Clinton was part of a quid 
pro quo in which the Clin- 
ton Foundation received do- 
nations in exchange for her 
support as secretary of state 
for a business deal that gave 
Russia control over a large 
share of uranium production 
in the United States. 

And he was returning to 
questions about Clinton’s 
use of a private email server 
and how former FBI Direc- 
tor James Comey handled 
an investigation into the 
matter, which was closed 
with no charges being filed. 
Trump initially cited the 
email case as the reason for 
firing Comey, before saying 
that the Russia inquiry was 
also a factor. 


See RUSSIA, Page 7A 


Puerto Rico utility 
to void power deal 


Restoration contract drew criticism 
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SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
— The head of Puerto Rico’s 
power company said Sunday 
that the agency will cancel 
its $300 million contract with 
Whitefish Energy Holdings 
amid increased scrutiny of 
the tiny Montana company’s 
role in restoring the island’s 
power system after Hurri- 
cane Maria. 

The announcement by 
Ricardo Ramos came hours 
after Gov. Ricardo Rossello 
urged the utility to scrap the 


Secession opponents rally in Barcelona’s streets 
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BARCELONA, Spain — 
Hundreds of thousands of 
Catalans took to the streets 
of Barcelona on Sunday to 
voice their opposition to 
the region’s declaration of 
independence amid polit- 
ical uncertainty for the re- 
gion in northeast Spain. 

Catalonia’s leaders were 
fired Saturday by central 
authorities in Madrid who 
are trying to tame the worst 
political crisis Spain has 
seen in decades. So far, Cat- 
alonia’s ousted leader has 
insinuated that he won’t 
step aside. 

Waving Spanish, Catalan 
and European Union flags, 
the protesters described 
themselves as the silent ma- 
jority that has been ignored 


deal for Whitefish’s help in 
rebuilding the electrical sys- 
tem. 

“Tt’s an enormous distrac- 
tion,” Ramos said of the con- 
troversy over the contract. 
“This was negatively impact- 
ing the work we’re already 
doing.” 

Ramos said the deci- 
sion to cancel the contract 
doesn’t imply wrongdoing by 
the company or in the way 
the contract was awarded. 
He said he is “disappointed” 
and blamed the media and 
politics for creating a per- 

See CONTRACT, Page 7A 


Rohingyas try to cope 


AP/BERNAT ARMANGUE 


Rohingya refugee Zannet Ullah, 20, walks back to his shelter 
in a Bangladesh refugee camp Sunday covered in mud after 
installing latrines. More than 600,000 Muslim Rohingyas have 
fled government-led violence in Burma since Aug. 25. 


Si È 
AP/GONZALO ARROYO 


during the wealthy region’s Spanish nationalists hold a rally against independence for Catalonia on Sunday in Barcelona. Hun- 
See SPAIN, Page 2A dreds of thousands of Catalans joined the protest, which took place in a festive atmosphere. 


Workers 
at utility 
say issues 
lingering 
‘Buddy system’ 


cited as concern 


CHELSEA BOOZER 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

A name change and 
the passing of three years 
since the firing of the for- 
mer top official hasn’t do- 
ne away with the “good ole 
boy” system at Little Rock’s 
wastewater utility, several 
employees have said. 

Their comments are 
listed in an internal report 
that documents interviews, 
conducted last year and this 
year, with 212 of the orga- 
nization’s 220 employees. 
Responses were compiled 
anonymously and given 
to Chief Executive Officer 
Greg Ramon to review so 
he could take into account 
employees’ suggestions for 
improvement. 

In response to an 
open-ended question on 
what employees like about 
the job, the most common 
answers involved pay and 
benefits. About 14 percent 
of the respondents, or 30 
people, mentioned they 
liked their supervisors, and 
eight employees said their 
work was satisfying. 

A little more than half — 
108 people — think there’s 
a lack of leadership, which 
was the second-most-heard 
response when employees 
were asked what they dis- 
liked. Complaints came in 
about unequal pay, a faulty 
hiring process, lack of com- 

See COMPLAINTS, Page 4A 


